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Long Live the King
60th Anniversary Celebrations of His Majesty’s
Accession to the Throne
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licalth and medicine was a prominent feature in the childhood
of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadcj. His father, HRH Drince Mahidol
of Songkla was a pioncering doctor who dedicated his life to the

plight of the rural poor. He initiated numerous healthoare progmmmes
that brought medical care to rural arcas. His mother, HRH the Drinceas
Mother, was a trained nurse who vigoroualy supported her husband's
aima. After the death of Drinoe Mahidol, the Drincese Mother contimued this
vork and stacted oumerous public health progmmmes.

King Bhumibol followed in his parents’ footsteps as he has been
an andent advocate of health aad medical concerns. Throughout his ceign,
Hig Majesty has made many visits to rurel arcas with teams of doctors
and nuraes. By taking mobile medical teams with him, he helped to change
the sttitude of healtheare authorities, who leamed how important it was
to extend public healtheare and medical trestmeat throughout the nation. It was realized that volunteers, health workers and
nurses could play en important role in primary community healthoare, Additionally,
His Majesty was instrumentsl in cncoursging villggers to care for themaclves; by

first adopting basic preventive measures rather than waiting uatil they fell ill.

King Bhumibol hes played a dircct role in assisting in the cmdication of

scverdl widespread diacasea. After WWIL the country’s most dreaded discase was

T and there were no sanitadums. His Majesty took a personal intercat in cstablishing

the Anti-Tubereulosis Socicty to help prevent the spread of the discase. He was

dao instrumeatal in cradicating leprosy. In 1955, leprous persons could be

obscrved on the strccts; thus, His Majesty cstablished the Rejaprajasamasai

Toundation, which worked to reduce the incidence of leprosy. Similady, His Majesty

played a significant role in climimting polio from Thailand. Thus, apart from donations

to sct up the Dolio Welfare Tund and to construct the Vajirslongkom Tarsbambat

Building st the King Mongkut Hoepital, His Msjcaty apcarheaded the drive to mizc
funds for vaccines.

ln 1957, His Majesty established the Blood &ervice Centre which

developed into the National Blood Service Centre in 1969. At present, the centre

{7 hes branches throyghout the country, saving thousands of lives each year. Relatedly, His Majeaty expanded the work of the

Red Cross to cover the whole country. Inaddition to King Bhumibol's commitment to addressing current healtheare needs, His

Majesty supports the developmeat of Thai medicsl professionals by aeading them abroad for further study using the Ananda
Mahidol Fund. As His Msjesty said during a visit to a tuberculosis treatment centee (April 6, 1950) to the thea Health Minister
© luang Payung Vejchasart, "If you lack any medicine 1 will find it for you I want to see Thai medicine progress.”
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Distinguished Guests

Rdessa Motoshige KUDO from Tokyo Medical University
came to the Facuity of Medicine between April 24-25, 2006,
as a guest speaker and consultant for the project *Enhancing
the Potential of Leaming and Teaching to Medical Students
and Residents” by Invitation of the Department of Pathology.
Discussions on the possioility of academic collaborations
between our two institutions were held with Dean Professor
Wiroon Laupattarakasem, the Assodate Dean for Hespital
Affairs and Director of Srinagarind Hospital Professor Plsake

Lumbiganon and Assistant Dean for Intemational and Speclal

Affairs Associate Professor Chaichana Sinkuakool.
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Desrest Memories: Professor Motoshige KUDD visits Facuity of Medicine. KKU between 24 and 29 April 2006

May 10, 2006, Ms. Thiden Heng. Mr. Savoeun Va and
Mr. Si Tark, studenis from the Khmer Foundation for
Justice, Peace and Development, Cambodia, attended a lecture
on the *Medical Doctor (MD) Programme' by the Head of the
Internaticna Refations Section (Mrs. Duangsamom Chankwang).

In the afternocn, they attended presentations by the elective

students fromn Hong Kong University.
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On April 25, 2006, Mr. Saw Aung Thu, Mr. Khin Maung
Shwe, Mr. Thaung Ayee and Mr. Saw Min Oo. WHO Fellowship
Recipients from Myanmar visited the Faculty to attend

special presentations on "Hospita Equipment Repair and

Malntenance' at the Engineering and Malntenance Section.

They dso met with the Dean.

M ay 18, 2006, Professor Curtis A. Johnson and Professor
Connie Kraus rom the School of Pharmacy, University of
Wisconsin-Madison, USA, came to the Faculty for a study

vigit to the Pharnacy Service Section.

May 25, 2005, Professor Michael S. McGrath from University
of Cadlifornia-San Francisco cevoted time as a special speaker

on 'Macrophage Targeted Diagnostic and Therapeutic
Approaches to Chronic Human Diseases' and provided
quidance on research being done by postgraduate students
in the Facuty.
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June 22, 2006, Dr. Rosemary Quirk, Intemal Medicine Coordinator, and
Dr. Jon White, Pediatrics Coordinator met the Heads and staff of the
Departments of Medcine and Paediatrics in order to report on the outcomes
of the programme of elective exchange students and residents between the
Faculty. of Medical Sdences, Nationa University of Laos, Lao PDR, and the

Faculty of Medcine, Knon Kaen University, Thaland.

Rofmor Anthony J. Hedley from the University of Hong Kong visited the
Faculty of Medicine June 2, 2006, to follow up the progress of the establishment
of a new Emergency Medical Ccllege and to coordinate a visit to the University
of Hong Keng by Tha medical administrators and staff June 13-16, 20086.

of 80th Anniversary Celebrations of His Majesty's Accession to the

Throne, the Faculty of Medicine held a ceremony tc honcur His Majesty on June g,
006. | aupattarakasemn, Dean of the Faculty, presided. All the medical

residents

candies a

eered "Long Live the King". The F

del development projects,

hes, for medical staff, students and patients. In

n, medical students

B&rweef‘u June 17 and 19, 2006, KKU students from six faculties (Mz, Medicine,
Nursing, Associaled Medcal Sdences, Public Hedth, Dentistry and Pharmaceutica
Sciences) held the 2008 Gross Anatomy
Cadaver (Kru Yai) Funeral Ceremony under Royal
Patronage at the KKU 25th Anniversary Buildng.

Kru Yai is the Thai word for 'great teacher'

that is, cadavers donated for medical science.

This annual ceremony Is held to pay respect to those who donated thelr bodies so

studgents could learn.
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Anniversary Celebrations of

His Majesty’s Accession to the Throne

Highlights of the 60th Anniversary Celebrations of His Majesty * s
Accession to t[ye T‘yrone
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%reign Elective Students and
Residents from Overseas

Ryuichiro TANI, 6"-year medical
of Medicine, Japan completed
- the Department of Medicine,

Miss CHOW Chi Kwan, Jasmine, a 5"-year medical student from the
University of Hong Kong, completed an elective student exchange
program at the Department of Pediatrics, Faculty of Medicine, between
May 1 and 13, 2008,

Miss Juri HASEGAWA, 2
School of Medicine,
pregram at the Departrment
7, 2006

a 5"-year medical student from Mie University
, campleted an elective student exchange
' of Surgery (General Surgery) between May

@ Fhon Kaen University
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Resident frrom the Faculty of Medical Sciences, National University of

Laos. Lao PDR., with assistance from Health Frontiers and

Case Western Reserve University, USA

Dr. Leeyer XAYASANG Pediatrics 01/Jun/06-30/Jun/06
Dr. Ketmay PHANHSOUK Pediatrics 01/Jun/06-30/Jun/06
Dr. Pome HOMSINGHAK Pediatrics 01/Jun/06-30/Jun/06
Dr. Sonephet SAYSOULIGNO Pediatrics 01/Jun/06-30/Jun/06
Dr. Ang SIHAVONG Pediatrics 01/Jun/06-30/Jun/06
Dr. Naly BOUNSAVATH Medidne 01/Jun/06-30/Jun/06
Dr. Sona SIAPADSONG Medicine 01/Jun/06-30/Jun/06
Dr. Anouxay SAXPRASEUTH Medicine 01/Jun/06-30/Jun/06

Academic Conferences

Professor Pisake Lumbiganon, Associate Dean for Hospital «

Affairs and Director of Srinagarind Hospital, and Assistant

Professor Watchara Boonsawat, Associate Dean for

held at the Friendship Meeting Room, Faculty of Medicine,

May 2, 2006, The exhibition encouraged pecple to protect |

themselves from Asthmatic Disease. Activities included |

academic discussions on asthma and interviews with

asthmatic patients.

May 23, 2006, Assistant Professor Charoon Jetsrisuparb,

" Associate Dean for International and Special Affairs, presided
* over the opening ceremony of the practical training session
Research Affars, altended "The 7th World Asthma Exhibition”

on "Advanced Cardiac Life Support (ACLS)" at the Frienc-

. ship Meeting Room, Faculty of Medicine. The training was to

strengthen the knowledge and experience ameng dectors

and nurses working in acute emergency situations. The

. lecture was given by Associate Professor Thepakorn
. Sathitcammanee, Head of the Department of Anesthesiology,

: Faculty of Medicine.

. On May 29, 2006, Associate Professor Somsak Tiamkao,
E Deputy Director of Srinagarind Hospital, gave a speech in
1 recognition of "World Stroke Day*. The objective of our Faculty's
. activities was to make people aware of strokes and
; cerebrovascular disease, which can result from high fat and
g low fruit and vegetable diets and lack of exercise. In addition,

B Assistant Professor Nichanun Punyaek, from the Departrnent
\ © of Rehabilitation Medicine, presented information to all

" participants.



Faculty of Medicine, KKU
- NEWSLETTER -

Social Bvents

On April 12, 2006 the Faculty of Medcine heid "Songkran Day 2006° with a parade of doctors, medica staff ana medica
students dressed In traditional Tha outfits. The Faculty awarded prizes to dressed most beautifully. One of the important
customs of the festival is taking occasion to pay respect to the Faculty's administrators, professors and eiderly medical
statepersons through ROD NAAM DUM HUA ceremony, (anointing with Songkran water). This year, Songkran fell between

April 13 and 15, 2006

History of Thai New Year or
Songkran Festival

Thai New Year or the Songkran Festival is celebrated every year

from April 13 to 15. The most covious activity during Songkran Is
the throwing of water. People roam the streets with bowls of water,
water guns or even running water, and drench each other and
passers-by. This, however, is not the heart of this festival. In fact,
our Buddhist forebears started this festival to teach future genera-
fiecns the Importance of leaming from one's elders. This festiva

teaches people to come home to visit their parents, to pay respect

to them and to bring them a small gift.

People also vsit elder nelghbors to foster good refationships and to pay

respect to serior ctizers. Scngkran s therefore a community day.

People may go to a temple to pray and give feod and a@ms to menks.
They clean the Buddha images at the temples with water and gentle
Thal perfume, as it is befleved that this will bring them good luck and

prosperity in the New Year,

— —

In many cities, including Khon Kaen, the Buddha statues from all of the temmples
in the city are carried through the streets so that pecple can wash them as they
pass by. People bring handfuls of sand to thelr temple in order to return (as it

were) the sacred earth they cany away on the bottoms of their feet.
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